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If you would like your article or 
letter printed in our next newsletter 
or have photos, information or 
stories to inspire others to help 
protect our native wildlife, please 
contact us. 
 
    
Feel free to use information from 
this newsletter for non-commercial 
(educational) purposes. Please 
acknowledge the author and source.  
Photos and graphics may not be 
reproduced without permission. 
 
 

The views expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect 
the policies of the funding bodies. 
 
 
Land for Wildlife is a registered 
trademark of the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment, 
Victoria. Permission must be 
obtained to use the Land for 
Wildlife logo. 
 
 
If you know of people with Land 
for Wildlife signs who have not re-
registered, please ask them to 
contact us so that we can make sure 
they are on board! 

 
 

Letter from the Coordinator 
 

Dear Land for Wildlifers,  
 
Welcome to the first issue of your new Land for Wildlife newsletter!  
 
As some of you would know by now, Greening Australia (NT) was granted funding by the 
Territory Government to re-instate the Land for Wildlife program here in the Top End.  Over 
the past months I have been re-connecting with previous participants in the program as well 
as meeting with landowners who are new to the scheme. Welcome and welcome back, to 
you all!  It has been a fantastic experience.  I have had the pleasure of seeing some beautiful 
areas of bushland and meeting some wonderful people.  A big thanks to all of you I’ve met 
so far, and thank you to those who have expressed your interest in becoming part of the 
new program but I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting.  I greatly look forward to 
meeting with you in the near future. 
 
In this issue we have included a number of interesting articles for your perusal, including 
Eco-Linking Our Thinking, which contains some great information on the Territory 
Government’s Eco-Link initiative and Conservation Covenants – an informative piece about 
legally binding agreements for the protection of your land.  As Land for Wildlife status is 
reliant on the registered owner of the land and becomes invalid when the landowner sells or 
relinquishes management of the block, a legally binding conservation covenant can ensure 
that your land is protected long after you have moved on.  
 
Also included is a profile of Land for Wildlife property number 138 at Darwin River and Diana 
Rickard has kindly provided us with a beautiful overview of life at Tumbling Waters in 
Reflections from the Bush.  We will provide space in each issue for your additions; Members’ 
Musings, is your space, so please feel free to send in anything you wish to see in your 
newsletter. 
 
In addition to the newsletters you are all invited to attend our Land for Wildlife workshops 
where you can learn many exciting things as well as networking with other landholders in 
the program.  Details of the first Workshop for the new program are on the back page of this 
issue. 
 
I would like to thank Diana for her invaluable assistance in compiling this issue; her 
assistance is very much appreciated and her presence made time spent in the confines of the 
office much more bearable than it might have otherwise been!  I will also take this 
opportunity to thank Andrew and Helen Spiers, Felicity Middleton, Barbara Backers, Sherie 
Hunt and Rod Halligan for their help in providing information to be included in this issue. 
 
I hope that you enjoy reading newsletter Volume 1 No. 1 as much as we enjoyed putting it 
together (despite last minute technical glitches). I look forward to seeing you at the 
upcoming Land for Wildlife workshop later in November! 
 
Catherine Orme 

 

 
Cover Photo by Greg Chapman: 

Peaceful Firebreak LfW 

property Tumbling Waters 
  

  
 

Land for Wildlife is funded by the Northern Territory Government’s Territory Eco-Link initiative. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

International Year of Biodiversity 
 
The United Nations declared 2010 to be the International Year of Biodiversity. It is a celebration of life on 
earth and of the value of biodiversity to our lives. 
 
The end of the official International Year of Biodiversity is drawing near.  A lot of exciting events have 
taken place across the globe to celebrate biodiversity and to bring the importance of preserving 
biodiversity to the fore. 
 
The project is being coordinated in Australia by the Council of Australasian Museum Directors (CAMD), 
with museums across Australia setting up programs to promote biodiversity and help people discover, 
appreciate and celebrate the value of biodiversity.  Through funding grants from CAMD, many different 
groups from museums and zoos to not-for-profit organisations and landcare groups have taken part in a 
world-wide effort to increase biodiversity awareness and to engage more people in biodiversity 
conservation activities.  You can still catch a few of the projects here in the Top End before the year is out.  
The Museum and Art Gallery of the NT (MAGNT) is holding a Wildlife of Gondwana exhibition from 
December through to March 2011, and you can come and plant some trees at the Community Planting Day at 
East Point on the 11th December.  See the notice on the last page for more information or to see what other 
exciting events are being held around the country visit www.biodiversity2010.org.au/  
 
Here in the Top End we face many threats to biodiversity.   Unsustainable development and the 
subdivision of larger bush blocks means that more and more native vegetation is being cleared, wiping out 
plant communities and pushing wildlife into closer conflict with humans, often with devastating 
consequences.  Disturbed areas become vulnerable to weeds, with Gamba and Mission grass a major 
problem in many areas.  These invasive grasses threaten to alter habitat by excluding native plant species 
and changing fire regimes, impacting on the availability of shelter and vital food sources for our native 
species.  According to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) the introduction of exotic 
species is the second largest cause of biodiversity loss.  In addition to this, changing climatic conditions 
and less predictable weather patterns are making for an uncertain future, putting even more pressure on a 
system that is already strained. 
 
It is fitting then, that Land for Wildlife’s official comeback in the Top End took place in this special year.  
Australia-wide, the Land for Wildlife program is run to engage people like you who are voluntarily 
conserving areas of natural habitat for the benefit of wildlife.  As Land for Wildlifers you are all an 
integral part of maintaining biodiversity and working towards a more secure future for our native plants 
and animals.   
 
So think back on this year of all the valuable things that you have done to preserve biodiversity on your 
land and think forward beyond 2010 to the future. Preserving biodiversity on your land is an ongoing 
commitment and you can be proud, knowing that you are contributing to global efforts to reduce species 
loss, increase community awareness and protect the native plants and animals that call this place home.       

 
 

 -Catherine Orme 
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Eco-linking Our Thinking 

 
 

Too often in the past governments and environmentalists have been seen as the sole protectors of the 
environment. We now recognise everyone has a part to play. We need healthy, thriving 
environments for our unique plants and animals, water catchments, fisheries, natural biological 
controls and human health. To achieve this we need to take an active part to allay current threats and 
prevent further ecological degradation from human-induced influences. 
 
Scientists say that climate change is causing ‘an extinction crisis’ with ecosystems and species loss 
costing Australian society, culture and the economy dearly. To effectively protect and conserve our 
natural and cultural environment, public and private land managers need to build connections that 
help us to broaden our philosophical, political and practical concepts of land management. 
 

 

The Trans-Australia Eco-Link between the Northern Territory and South Australia is of national and 
international significance as it will be the first coast to coast transcontinental wildlife corridor. 

                               

 

 
As

 
a joint initiative between the Northern Territory and South Australian Governments, its aim is

 
to 

establish a wildlife corridor extending more than 3,500 km from Arnhem Land in Northern Territory 
to Port Augusta in South Australia.
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The two governments are each contributing $1.8 million for the Eco-Link to be up and running by 
2012. They will buy land, help landholders to sustainably manage conservation areas of their 
properties and create incentives for landholders to continue to support native habitat areas.  

 
NT Eco-Link has six links: 
 

o Kakadu 
o Darwin 
o Litchfield 
o Gregory 
o Tanami and 
o Central Desert 

 

 

Eco-Link is about more than a wildlife corridor, it is also about our way of life. To face up to crises 
of climate change and fire, drought and disease, we have to build resilience into our natural 
environments. We have to ensure that ecological sustainability is the mainstay in our regional 
communities and natural resource-based industries.  

The Trans-Australia Eco-Link will build on existing conservation programs and protected areas to 
deliver essential economic, social and environmental benefits – including options for sustainable 
land management, economic incentives for landholders affected by climate change and opportunities 
for the community to be involved and supported in conservation actions.  

The NT government also has the power to issue conservation agreements to landholders involved in 
the Eco-Link initiative. A conservation agreement is a joint agreement between a landowner and the 
Parks and Wildlife Commission of the Northern Territory. The agreement can be to protect and 
conserve wildlife as well as to protect the natural features of the land. 
 
The agreement is legally binding on the landowner. As a contractual agreement, it is not binding on 
future landowners. It expires with the sale or transfer of the property - unless registered on the title 
of the land as a covenant.    

Diana Rickard 
 

This information was sourced from  

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/naturelinks/ecolink.html and http://www.linkinglandscapes.net.au/ 
conservation brochure. 

More can be found on the Northern Territory Government's website: 
http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks/ecolink/index.html 
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Reflections from the Bush    

I sit quietly at my computer. All around me native birdsong heralds the abundance of bush tucker.  

 

I bought into this area in late 1991. The whole 

360 acre section of land that included my block 

had been subdivided and old-growth savanna 

woodland clear-felled in 1977. Since then, 

regrowth has been slow and vulnerable to fire 

and noxious feral plants and animals. 

That’s why I chose to grow my non-Indigenous 

food as companion to what the wildlife around 

me is able to tolerate. Land for Wildlife comes 

first.  

Without annual burns and Eurocentric concepts 

of land management, tropical savanna wildlife 

has regrown relatively healthily.   

 

 The past owner of this block resisted annual 

burning and had not used toxic chemicals to 

help grow his food. He used a loose, companion 

planting method.  

I say ‘loose’ because he also loved prickly feral 

succulents that stabbed visitors, hated non-

succulents and thrived in open, sunny positions. 

These spiky desert-dwellers and their openly 

sunny positions have now gone. 

Where the less-demanding feral food crops 

grew, the soil was rich by local standards and is 

richer now due to rigorous attention controlling 

overzealous firelighters, feral plants and animals 

and building up mulch layers to hold vital 

moisture. 

 
A reliable water reticulation system 

also helps to keep potential fires away from the 

human living areas. 

 

I continue to grow food by organic standards and to a companion planting regime. I am helped in this by 

my good mate, Greg Chapman, who brought his caravan and handy skills from his other rural home in 

1997 and set up his abode in a comfortable niche on my 20 acre block – independent of my shed-come-

Home.  We are both inveterate recyclers.  

As the saying goes: It’s not Waste but a waste of resources. 

 

Koel 

Still recovering from hot Dry season ‘out-of-control’ burn 
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 Over the years, we’ve taken photos of 

controlled burns out-of-control, gone weed-

hunting together, mapped out bird-breeding 

areas, allowed native wildlife to cohabit 

(reasonably) freely, built shade houses and 

extensions to living areas using reduced, re-

used  and recycled materials and have built food 

gardens in formerly cleared areas. All in all, our 

‘disturbed’ area of approximately 4 acres 

accommodates humans, chooks and a dog as 

well as growing introduced food crops. Prolific 

species of native flora and fauna cohabit here. 

We periodically enter the other 15 or so acres 

to rid it of weeds – and cane toads.

 

Ah! The dreaded cane toads! Our goannas, snakes, quolls, owls and other native predators have all 

but disappeared. Greg carries out nightly clean-ups and puts toads into the freezer. When it’s full, we 

dig holes and use the frozen toads as fertiliser.

My landholding became part of Land for 

Wildlife in January 2002 when the scheme was 

run by Litchfield Shire Council. Greg and I 

desperately needed to meet other Land for 

Wildlifers to ensure that what we’d 

acknowledged and agreed upon – to maintain 

and enhance native flora and fauna and to 

integrate nature conservation with other 

ecologically sustainable land management 

objectives – was carried out on a larger scale. 

At the inaugural meeting of Land for Wildlifers 

soon after, the brand new NT Minister for the 

Environment, Kon Vatskalis gave a rousing and 

impassioned speech on the ‘natural paradise we 

share in the Top End’ and ‘the importance of 

conserving it for future generations’. The 

Minister was given an equally rousing and 

impassioned ovation by all who attended this 

one-and-only Litchfield Shire Land for Wildlife 

meeting.  Something vitally important got lost 

along the way… 

In this time of deep ecological uncertainty, I’m 

acutely aware that our human footprint is fast 

overstepping Nature’s ability to reduce, re-use 

and recycle our Waste. We risk losing the wild 

things we hold dear. Wildlife is part of our 

psyche, whether we openly recognise it, or not. 

It’s why we call ourselves Australian.  

So, I sincerely welcome everyone back to a 

renewed Land for Wildlife. It gives us hope for 

the future. Coupled with Eco-link, Land for 

Wildlife has the potential to empower us to 

effectively protect our unique native wildlife – 

here – and in the rest of Australia where respect 

for Country is taking on a holistically revitalised 

meaning.       

 

 

                                                        

 

 

                                                      ~Diana Rickard 

Cohabiting with native wildlife 
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Fire, Wind and Wavertree
 

Land for Wildlife property number 138 on Darwin River 
Road is a property of about 80 hectares with the Darwin 
River running through the eastern portion of the block.  
It has been owned by Andrew and Helen Spiers for about 
seven years now.  The property is entirely uncleared and 
about two-thirds of the block is seasonally inundated 
swamp and riparian vegetation, with a large portion of 
the rest being savannah woodland.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The block was registered as Land for Wildlife when the 
program was run by the Litchfield Shire Council.  Until 
recently, the Spiers were only able to carry out work on 
the block on weekends, which limited what could be 
achieved.  Weeds were not so much of a problem until 
an extensive fire swept through the area in 2006, burning 
a large proportion of the property.  The intensity of this 
fire resulted in the death of many of the larger trees as 
well as much of the shrub layer, opening the soil up to 
invasion by African grasses - Gamba and Mission grass.  
 
“We have put a lot of effort into controlling the Gamba 
and Mission grasses in recent years and have removed 
around 75% of the Gamba and 30% of the Missions so 
far,” Andrew explains. 
  
“The Mission grasses are proving the most difficult to 
deal with, especially where seed blows in from the 
neighbouring blocks where they are not controlled.” 
 
As if the fire wasn’t detrimental enough for the native 
flora and fauna of the area, Cyclone Helen followed a few 
years later causing further damage to the over storey. 
 
Andrew comments “Since we bought the block we have 
seen a lot of the large trees disappear and the weed 
problem get much worse.  We have been fortunate in 
keeping fire out of most of the block since 2006 so there 
has been a good regeneration of young trees and the 
shrub layer, which hopefully will lead to the replacement 
of the woodland that was damaged by fire and cyclone.”  
 
Since the arrival of the cane toads Andrew and Helen 
have seen less and less of the large floodplain goannas 
(Varanus panoptes).  Frilled lizards, quolls, barking owls, 
larger elapid snakes, and the blue-tongued lizards have 
all also become a rare sight.  

Andrew tells of some of his observations of the toads 
“[They] don’t breed in the river or the swamp within 
the block but can breed in the wet season creek late 
in the wet, and populate the block from dams and 
billabongs in adjoining properties where no attempt 
is made to control them.”   
 
Regarding another problem however, toads may have 
actually lent a helping hand.  “Feral pig numbers 
slumped dramatically after the arrival of the toad and 
pigs were not seen for a couple of years until last year 
when a small number returned over the Wet.” 
 
Despite all this, the property is nevertheless still 
home to around a hundred bird species, over thirty 
butterfly species, a dozen or so fish species, as well as 
up to eight amphibian species, not including the 
toads, and many can be viewed from the comfort of 
the Spiers’ living room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wavertree house was designed to take advantage of 
the characteristics of the site – the breezes, the views 
and the spectacular wet season rains.  The name 
Wavertree pays homage to Andrew’s grandfather, 
who sailed the high seas on the Wavertree as a young 
man. 
 
“The ship was called the Wavertree, which is a nice 
succinct description of what you see from the house 
in every direction.  So Helen and I decided it would be 
a good name for the house, and keep a little of the 
family history alive.” 
 
Andrew is adamant that the house’s main purpose is 
to give shelter to the people who look after the 
conservation values of the block itself.  It was 
desirable that it have a minimum impact on the block 
and the surrounding waterways and wetlands. This 
influenced the choice of sewage treatment system 
(Biolytix), water supply (rainwater only) and power 
supply (stand-alone photovoltaic system), but by no 
means detracts from the impressive design of this 
award winning sustainable home. 
“The more time the inhabitants are forced to spend 
on house maintenance, the less time they will have to 
control weeds, etc, on the block.” says Andrew of the 
low maintenance nature of the design. 
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An area of native 
vegetation surrounding 
the Spiers’ house. 

 

Andrew and Helen enjoy 
spectacular views out over 
the treetops, all from the 
comfort of their lounge 
room. 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was also desirable that the house be capable of 
withstanding what nature would throw at it, so it was 
designed to be as non-flammable and inedible as 
possible.  As a result it is a completely steel structure 
(inside and out) with slate floors and the addition of 
cyclone shutters to keep the extremes of the weather at 
bay.  These elements give it high reflectivity and very low 
thermal mass which enables it to resist daytime warming 
and to cool down very quickly at night. 
 
This house is somewhat unique among Darwin houses in 
that it has a larger than usual air gap between the roof 
cladding and the AirCell insulation, thus allowing the 
insulation to work at its highest rating and preventing 
solar radiation from heating the rooms during the 
daytime.  This turned out to be the most controversial 
aspect of the design as far as builders were concerned 
and willingness to comply with this specification became 
the deciding factor in the choice of builder. 
 
According to Andrew, “Most builders are unwilling to try 
new techniques, so the search for a builder took us four 
years until Garrett Homes took on the job.”  
 
Andrew explains, “In order to understand what design 
elements were necessary in a house that would be 
comfortable without air-conditioning in this climate we 
looked at the remaining houses around Darwin and the 
rural area from the Beni Burnett era, and became regular 
visitors to as many houses as we could on Solar House 
Open Days.” 
 

Andrew and Helen learnt a lot from the people who 
had their houses open on those days, so they decided 
to return the favour by opening their house to 
similarly interested people. 
 
“This year’s Sustainable House Open Day was our first 
opportunity to do this, and we had a very busy day 
with over 250 adults, not counting children, visiting 
and asking lots of very intelligent questions; and 
probably not always getting very intelligent answers 
as the day wore on!.” 
 
The Spiers welcome school groups, university 
students, field naturalists and other like-minded folks 
to visit the block for an exchange of ideas and 
knowledge on sustainability and conservation land 
management.   
 
 “There is an increasing awareness of the need for 
wildlife corridors and environmental management in 
the district as a whole,” Andrew is encouraged that 
surrounding landowners are committed to managing 
areas of native bush for wildlife conservation. He is 
currently working with a number of other landowners 
in the Darwin River area who are trying to create a 
strategic wildlife corridor incorporating a number of 
private blocks as well as some areas of Crown Land. 
 
“We hope to have our block registered as part of the 
Eco-Link system of wildlife corridors with the 
adoption of a conservation covenant to ensure that 
the habitat remains even as the Greater Darwin area 
develops over the years.  It would be nice to think 
that our neighbours will be infected with enthusiasm 
for the scheme, too, and that we can get the 
corridors established before too much inappropriate 
development occurs to disrupt them.”   
 
Andrew’s comments could not be more timely.  The 
establishment of managed corridors is an important 
step forward on the path to conserving our region’s 
precious biodiversity assets. 
 

Helen demonstrates the ease of 
removing the large flyscreen 
windows for cleaning – a great 
easy and low maintenance 
element of the house design.  

 

 

High ceilings and open plan 
living are key features of this 

spectacular home. 

 

Thanks to Andrew and Helen Spiers for providing information 

for this article and for all their hard work towards wildlife 
conservation in the Darwin River area.  If you live in Darwin 

River your property may be a vital link in the proposed 

corridor for the area.  Please contact Land for Wildlife if you 
are keen to get involved! 

 
Background image: An area of seasonally inundated swamp at 

Andrew and Helen’s Darwin River property 
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Conservation Covenants 

Each year, millions of hectares of land are irreversibly altered worldwide. Much of that 
land is privately-owned, which is why today, more than ever, we must take action as 
private landholders to protect Australia’s unique natural areas. 

Making sure that your land is formally protected can bring many benefits. You are 
helping conserve Australia’s environment and heritage by placing a covenant over it and 
knowing that your efforts to protect and conserve your land cannot be undone in the 
future.  

A covenant is legally defined as a binding promise written into a deed to land or real 
estate. All users of the land (including current and future owners) so covenanted are 
bound by its limitations, conditions or restrictions.  

We all want to protect land for different 
reasons. Land may contain threatened plants 
or animals, or be one of the last remaining 
patches of intact bush in an area. As more and 
more people clear their bush blocks, we need 
properties that form part of an important 
wildlife corridor.  

A conservation covenant is permanent and 
registered on the title to the land. It restricts 
or prohibits certain activities that could 
degrade the environmental value of the land.   

 
Through Eco-Link conservation covenanting and land management support, the NT 
Government intends to work with private landowners to conserve valuable bushland. A 
conservation covenant needs to be approved in writing by, or is entered into under a 
program such as Eco-Link and approved in writing by, the Environment Minister.  

The owner protects and, with help from the government, enhances the natural, cultural 
and/or scientific values of their land. The owner continues to own, use and live on the 
land while the natural values of the area are conserved.  

Conservation covenants needn’t be over the whole of the property area but any use of the 
land should be compatible with conserving its ecological values. A Conservation 
Management Plan will help identify and assess how to protect the area’s conservation 
values and determine suitable management actions to protect these values. Any 
conservation agreement that includes such a Plan can then be formally recognised under  
 Sections 74 and 74A of the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, and 
registered as a covenant on your land under the NT Land Titles Act.    
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Under the Land Titles Act and the Law of Property Act, the intention of the original 
parties to the covenant should prevail. Changes to the terms of a conservation covenant 
will generally only be considered if they improve the land’s conservation values or do not 
threaten these.  
 
If your property is within the Territory Eco-link corridor you will gain partner status and 
the right to display the Territory Eco-link logo on your property. 
 
Under Eco-Link terms, you would be partnering with the NT Government and may 
become entitled to services that help you develop and manage the covenant, including 
regular visits and management advice. Some management costs, such as fencing, may 
also be available. 
 
By managing your land more sustainably under a conservation covenant and management 
plan, you may in fact increase land value. In all likelihood, there will be no economic 
effect since land use tends to stay the same. However, if estimated market value decreases 
by more than $5,000 because of the covenant, you might be eligible for a tax deduction. 
To take advantage of this you need a (paid) valuation from the Australian Valuation 
Office. 

To find out if your land qualifies for Eco-Link partnering and what process you need to 
follow, contact the Director, Territory Eco-link. Ring 08 8951 8201 or e-mail 
territoryecolink.nretas@nt.gov.au  

      Diana Rickard 

Information sourced from 

o NT Eco-Link http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks/ecolink/landowners.html 
o Environment Australia 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/incentives/covenants-guidelines.html 
and   

o Australian Taxation Office 
http://www.ato.gov.au/content/downloads/AVO00253574taxtreatcc.pdf 

 
See also: 
 

o EDO Tasmania’s factsheet on Conservation Covenants 
http://www.edo.org.au/edotas/factsheets/biodiversity%20-
%20conservation%20covenants.pdf ,  

o EDO North Queensland Statutory Covenants factsheet 
http://www.edo.org.au/edonq/ 
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Photo: M. Fagg 
(APII) 

Illus.: Flora of the 
 Darwin Region 

 
NATIVE 

Lithomyrtus retusa 
 
A member of the Myrtaceae family, L. retusa is a 
small hardy shrub to 3m tall with both pink and white 
flowers on the same plant.  Flowering from around 
Dec-May, it is commonly found on sandy soils in 
association with tall eucalypt woodland. 
 
Lithomyrtus retusa has opposite leaves (see 
illustration) with numerous tiny oil glands on the 
underside of the leaf.  The fruit of L. retusa are 
smooth globular berries with a persistent calyx at the 
tip.    

 
 

 
Find it in your John Brock (Native Plants of Northern 

Australia) on page 262 under Myrtella sp.  
Lithomyrtus retusa has also formerly been known as 
Myrtella retusa, Myrtella phebaloides, Fenzlia retusa 

and Fenzlia phebaloides.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: 
 Brock, John 2007 Native Plants of Northern Australia 

New Holland, Sydney  
 Dunlop, Clyde R, Gregory J Leach and Ian D Cowie 1995 

Flora of the Darwin Region Vol 2. Northern Territory 
Botanical Bulletin No. 20, Conservation Commission of the 
Northern Territory, 
 http://www.anbg.gov.au – Australian Plant Image Index 

 

NOT NATIVE 
 

Parthenium hysterophorus 

 
Parthenium weed is a declared class A/C weed in the 
Northern Territory.  This means that any outbreaks 
must be eradicated and movement of plant and seed 
material into the Territory is prohibited. Parthenium 
weed is a WoNS (Weed of National Significance) in 
Australia.  It has a great potential for spread with the 
ability to germinate, grow, mature and set seed in 28 
days.   
 
All parts of the weed are toxic to humans and animals 
and meat from animals that eat the weed may be 
tainted.  Parthenium can cause allergic skin reactions 
in people who come into direct contact with the plant. 
Symptoms include swelling of the skin and itching, 
especially on the forehead and eyelids. 

 
 
 

Recently, an outbreak of 
Parthenium weed was 
detected in Tennant 
Creek and Weed 
Management Officers 
were sent out and have 
successfully eradicated 
the infestation. 
 
Landholders are required 
by law to report any 
occurrence of the weed 

to the Weed Management Branch immediately.   
 
For more information on Parthenium hysterophorus or 
any other plants of concern please visit 
www.nt.gov.au/nreta/natres/weeds 

Reference: www.nt.gov.au/nreta/natres/weeds/find/parthenium.html
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News from afar 
National Land for Wildlife info 
 
 
Last month, Peter Johnson from Land for 
Wildlife in Victoria organised a 
teleconference between Land for Wildlife 
Coordinators and extension officers across 
the country.  It was the first time this sort 
of event had taken place in over 5 years 
and everyone was very keen to share 
stories and hear updates from the other 
states. All were pleased to hear that the 
Top End Land for Wildlife program was 
back on the go.   
 
Among the items discussed was the 
possibility of sharing stories from across 
Australia through regional newsletters. 
 
I thought that we could start off in this 
issue with some national statistics and a 
run down of Land for Wildlife in Victoria, 
to give everyone an idea of where Land for 
Wildlife is at on a national scale.   
 
You will see in the table below that 
Victoria, who has been running the 
program for 29 years, has over 5,800 
properties registered with almost 23,000 
hectares of land ‘under restoration’. 

 

 
Next year is the 30th anniversary of the  
Land for Wildlife scheme.  Originally 
started in Victoria back in November 1981 
by the State Government, it is hosted by 
the now Department of Sustainability and 
Environment and employs around 10 
extension officers in addition to Peter 
Johnson, the Coordinator. 
 
Land for Wildlife Victoria estimates that 
there are over 14,000 people engaged by 
the program; including family members 
and community groups.  Together they are 
protecting a wide range of ecosystems 
including forests, woodlands, heaths, 
grasslands and freshwater environments. 
 
Keep a look out for further details about 
the 30th Anniversary of Land for Wildlife, 
there are whispers of a few exciting events 
to take place. 

National Land for Wildlife Statistics 

  State 

Number of 

registered 

properties 

Retained 

habitat 

area (ha) 

Habitat under 

restoration 

(ha)   

  Western Australia 1,510 485,078 308,236   

  Tasmania 757       

  South East Queensland 2,678 47,818 2,899   

  Victoria 5,887 145,333 22,927   

  New South Wales 605 23,903 2,489   

  Northern Territory (Alice Springs) 93 1,692 1,266   

  Northern Territory (Top End) 21 215.3 8.80   

  Total 11,551 703,824 337,826   

Im
age: w
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Black Whip Snake @ 
Mala Plains Rd, Berry 

Springs 

Thysanotus banksii @ 
Woodside Reserve, 

Humpty Doo  

A young honey-eater 
eagerly awaiting a 

feed 

Cochlospermum 

fraseri – a calendar 
plant with edible 

flowers, yum! 

This guy was a whopper!  
Just hanging out on the 

screen door at the 
Greening Australia Office 

Members’ Musings 
 

As you can see by the name, this is YOUR page!! We 

would love to see all of the exciting things that are 

happening at your place appear in this space… 

Feel free to send in your photos, stories, drawings, 

poems, questions… anything!! And we will try to publish 

them all here. 

 

For this issue, we’re sharing some photos of wildlife we 

have encountered in our travels, just some of the 

reasons we need to protect our beautiful native plants 

and animals. 

 

Please send in anything you would like to share to be 

included in the next issue!  You will find contact details 

on the inside cover of this newsletter. 
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WoRkShoPs for WiLdLifE 
 

Land for Wildlife and WildcareNT present: 
 

WILDLIFE 1ST AID 
Find out what to do when you are first on the scene 

 

Ever found a possum in peril, a kingfisher in crisis or a dragon in distress? 

Come along to this workshop and enjoy a fantastic presentation from  

Lesley White and the WildcareNT crew 

 

The morning’s happenings will be held at the Knuckey Lagoon Recreation Reserve on Brandt 

Road, Knuckey Lagoon. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reserve has been a member of the Land for Wildlife scheme since 2002 and incorporates 

a number of fantastic walks, which you will be able to enjoy on the day. 

 

20th November 

9:30am – 12:30pm 

Stick around after the days activities for a delicious BBQ lunch 

  

If you are able to attend or would like to know more please email 

catherine.orme@nt.greeningaustralia.org.au or call 0408 498 381
(Please let us know if you have any special dietary requirements) 

Knuckey Lagoon 
Recreation Reserve 

Stuart Highway 

McMillans Rd 

Brandt Rd 

Farrar Rd 

mailto:catherine.orme@nt.greeningaustralia.org.au


 
Prepare for the Wet.... 
G e t  y o u r  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  n o w !  

Plant Sale  

  
Where: Coolalinga, in front of Woolworths 
 
When: Saturday 27th November 2010 
 
Time: 8am-12 noon 
 
 

East Point Reserve 
Community Planting  

Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday  
11th December 2010  

7.30 - 11.30am 
 

Darwin City Council invite the 
community to come and help 
plant 3,000 native trees in a 
prepared site to provide a 

wildlife corridor for the Agile 
Wallaby.  

 
There will be information stalls, 
entertainment, food and drinks. 

 
 Park near Lake Alexander and 

follow the signs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bacterial Stress Dermatitis – A possum in poor health 
A Land for Wildlife member in Virginia recently encountered a 
possum that was looking a little worse for wear.  After making a 
few inquiries and getting some advice from Wildcare NT we 
discovered that the poor lil guy has what is commonly known as 
Possum mange, or more correctly Bacterial Stress Dermatitis.   
 
This is a serious condition that often affects possums that have 
sustained injuries or are subject to high levels of stress. 
Contributing factors can be; the inadequacy of housing, poor 
nutrition, injuries from falling or motor vehicle accidents and 
scratches from territorial fights, carrying offspring or animal 
attacks all potentially exacerbated by humid weather.  The 
symptoms include small red spots or blisters, a wet appearance 
around the leg and chest area and appearing underweight or in 
poor condition, untreated, these symptoms are often followed by 
the formation of scabs, resulting in loss of fur and the exposure 

of raw flesh due to the loss of affected skin. 
 
Possums that show symptoms of Bacterial Stress Dermatitis require treatment and care as the affected animal will 
eventually be overcome by severe malnourishment resulting in death.  Treatment is a 5-7 day course of antibiotics and 
can be very effective, with re-release possible when scabs have healed.  The animal should be given to a wildlife carer or 
taken to a vet for diagnosis. 
 
Some ways to protect your possums from this awful affliction are to place nesting boxes in trees to increase the amount 
of safe places to sleep, ensure you have plenty of native plants on your property for them to enjoy and ensure that 
domestic animals are kept in an area where they will not impact on the native wildlife. 
 

If you find sick or injured wildlife please contact Wildcare NT on 8988 6121 or visit 

www.wildcarent.org.au 

Im
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Knuckey Lagoons Recreation 
Reserve Board of Management 

Notice of AGM 
 6pm 15th November 

@ 
Knuckey Lagoon Recreation 

Reserve 
Brandt Rd, Knuckey Lagoon 
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