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I would like to thank 
Dr Greg Leach for 

all his work on Land 
for Wildlife over the 
last couple of years 
and handing on some 
of his vast botanical 
knowledge of the 
Top End region, 
for his sharing and 
patient nature and 
to acknowledge his 
lifelong work in the 
field of conservation 
and botanical 
science. Greg has 
just retired and has 
handed over the 
Land for Wildlife 

program over, he did his final official LfW assessment with 
me last week in Humpty Doo on the property of an ex Parks 
and Wildlife ranger. We have a feeling we will see him from 
time to time and he will help out with some occasional 
field work and assessments.. I will take this opportunity to 
introduce myself as the new coordinator, and will run the 
program with the assistance of other Greening Australia 
staff.

I have been helping with LfW behind the scenes and have 
been slowly taking on more involvement. I have been 

working as a project officer at Greening Australia for over 
a year, mainly with the Howard Sand Sheet Project (with 
rehabilitation research and management of this sensitive 
and significant Landscape type). Before all this I have worked 
with both native and productive plants with a focus on 
educational gardens and urban sustainability in the Darwin 
region and studied a Bachelor of Environmental Science at 
CDU. I am passionate about the conservation of our native 
ecosystems and feel blessed to live in this region with large 
tracts of relatively undisturbed landscapes, which I am 
constantly learning more about. I especially love meeting 
the people that live within and care for theses amazing 
landscapes and look forward to further assisting in the 
management of them  

It has been a busy 7 months for LfW with a presence at the 
Tropical Garden Spectacular, two  successful workshops at 

properties in Howard Springs and Humpty Doo (see articles 
on pp. 11 and 12) and  15 new properties fully registered, 
two other properties assessed and working towards 
rehabilitation and 12 new applications lined up for next year. 
It is also great to welcome members with properties in the 
Adelaide River and Dundee Beach areas, and we would like to 
focus o growing hubs in these and other areas, so eventually 
we can have the opportunity to run appropriate workshops 
further afield, as well as continue these in the immediate 
rural area and encourage networks of land managers to work 
and communicate together in sub groups. Next year I will also 
be looking at a focus on neighbouring properties working 
together in Land Management and linking members that are 
in proximity to each other. 

We now have nearly 200 members and it has been 
encouraging to get high attendance for workshops and 

some great contributions for articles. We are keen to receive 
feedback on the program and hear from members about 
what they would like to receive in the way of resources, 
workshops and interaction; some people we understand 
prefer to be quietly working away and enjoying their block 
and are happy to just display their Land for Wildlife sign to 
acknowledge their commitment to the management of their 
land for wildlife conservation. We will be sending out a survey 
in the next few months to gauge everyone’s interest and that 
members are still out there and happy with their involvement 
in the program. 

We also have been working on a new website and 
facebook page. The website is slowly growing in content 

and holds all the previous newsletters, it has some land 
management tabs to assist members to access information 
about various land management issues, we will be adding a 
catalogue of native plant and animal species, publish news 
and events and a membership form and information about 
the program can also be found. 

I hope you enjoy the articles in the newsletter, this issue is 
full of members’ stories. We look forward to hearing from 

you or seeing you in the future

Emma
 Lupin

From the coordinator
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I arrived in the Top End in early 1975 and 
immediately set about trying to learn 

the fauna and flora.  As a member of the 
Uniting Church’s Aboriginal Women’s 
Resource Centre committee I spent much 
time hunting and gathering with the 
women.  Together we tried to introduce 
schoolchildren and others to Top End 
wildlife in the form of mangrove worms 
and longbums - shellfish with green flesh.

In 1981 I was elected to Darwin City 
Council on the platform of conserving 

mangroves.  The only way I won that 
argument was by highlighting the value 
of mangals to fish stocks.  It was quite 
sad to learn that our City Fathers (and 
Mothers) seemed to care so little about 
Top End habitats.  After leaving Council 
I became a biological consultant and 
birdwatching/natural history guide.   In 
the former role I spent much time alone 
in remote areas surveying fauna and flora.  
I often worked alone and unarmed, which 
really honed my skills at reading wildlife 
behaviour.   

In 1987 my then husband, Hilary 
Thompson, and I produced the NT’s first 

bird book.  That Territorians knew little 
about their wildlife was brought home to 
us when the book was seized by customs 
on return from our Singapore printers.  
The title, Common Birds of the Darwin 
Area, convinced those worthy people that 
we were importing pornography.  Only in 
the Territory!

After Hilary and I separated I followed 
this up with other fauna books.  One, 

Fauna of Kakadu and the Top End, has 
been a core text of the University of NSW 
for fourteen years.

In 1995 I suffered a bout of what doctors 
suspected was a mosquito-borne 

encephalitis (the diagnosis was unclear as 
I also had Ross River virus), and I partially 
lost the use of my hands.  However, urged 
on by good friend Sally Thomas, and my 

new husband, Michael Stott, I managed to 
complete the plates for Birds of Australia’s 
Top End.  Launched in 2000, this book 
contained much Aboriginal information 
from my adoptive family, Kunwinjku 
people of western Arnhem Land.  In that 
same year we collaborated on the Lonely 
Planet’s Guide to Aboriginal Australia, my 
relatives writing about bush medicine, 
weaving and Dreamings. 

By 2004 our Parap house was being 
crowded in by development.  

International birders had loved visiting our 
large yard with its little patch of monsoon 
forest, but I could see the day coming 
when surrounded by tall blocks of units, 
we would be an island.  So we moved 
to Bakewell, Palmerston.  But alas the 
wonderful forest and mangroves where 
I took my birding clients and researched 
my books, was rapidly disappearing.  And 
so in May, 2013 we shifted again, buying 
20 acres at Letchford Road, Darwin River. 

I immediately fell in love with the almost 
pristine open forest, the native grassland, 

and the braided wetlands. Patersonia was 
flowering in the forest as were a selection 
of grevilleas, and the grassland was dotted 
with pinks, purples and yellows of various 
wildflowers, and over a dozen species of 
native grass.  But what really took my eye 
was the morning sunshine in the braided 
woodland.  The rays penetrated the 
canopy of Swamp Mahogany to highlight 
an understorey of yellow-centred, mauve 
Osbeckia australiana growing among 
tall grass, Eriachne sp.  In the Wet Season 
the braided wetland is alive with native 
fish and prawns and frogs. At that time 
one can see Black Bittern stalking the 
fish and frogs. At that time purple and 
pink Desmodium  and yellow and pink 
Utricularia appear.  Partridge Pigeons 
live in this area - we’ve seen seventeen 
at the one time.  In the Wet they feed in 
the grasslands and on our lawn.  They 
don’t seem to mind our presence, and my 

international birders are delighted to see 
this bird, now so difficult to find in Kakadu, 
within spitting distance of the house.  

Weeds have been our biggest 
bugbear.  The next door neighbour 

has a wonderful crop of mature Gamba 
and Mission Grass.  We realised it would 
always keep seeding into one area of our 
property and so we planted trees, and 
covered the rest of that area with old 
corrugated iron and sisalation.    

However, a more insidious weed 
appeared just before last Wet 

Season - Rat’s-tailed Grass,  Sporobuls 
jaquemontii… This tough species is 
difficult to mow or pull up, and having 
sticky seeds it hitches a ride on birds, 
wallabies, dogs and humans.  It is hard to 
identify when not seeding, and so people 
might easily miss it.  But having seen the 
rate at which it has taken over part of our 
grassland, I don’t think this grass augers 
well for our native granivores.

To control fire we used a three-prong 
attack.  First we rid our open forest of 

all Mission and Gamba Grass.  Then I raked 
speargass from large areas of our open 
forest, concentrating, in particular, around 
hollow logs and old trees.  We only burn in 
the Wet Season, not large areas, but just 
sand palms and pandanus and discrete 
areas of speargrass.  Those burnt areas 
will then be left for up to five years before 
repeating the process.  Burning in the Wet 
still takes caution, and juggling with wind 
and rain.  

But to be out in the forest, the sky 
blackening under huge cumulo-

nimbus and backlit with sheet lightning; 
to go wandering in the morning and 
find a new bird, or reptile, frog or flower.  
There’s nothing like it.

Inspiration from the bush- 

A bird Lover’s story, 

 Denise Goodfellow,  LFW member and author; of Darwin River tells her story
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Inspiration from the bush- 

Stories from our newest members

R ay and Sue in Dundee beach

SPECIES AT RAY AND SUES PLACE INCLUDED CYCAS MACONOCHIEI
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Ray and Sue joined Land for Wildlife 
after hearing about the scheme 

through Ray’s work colleague. He 
thought it sounded like a great idea 
and the couple joined up their block 
at Dundee Beach. Their block is in fact 
2 blocks, one is 25 acres (around 10.8 
hectares), where there are a couple 
of dongas made into a good sturdy 
bush dwelling with a deck which the 
couple bought in 2009.  The other 
block, just next door and about 22 
acres,  (around 9 hectares) Ray and 
Sue purchased as a buffer block just 
over a year later, so they didn’t have 
to have any close neighbours! They 
are pretty lucky as the lower end of 
their blocks becomes more low lying 
and lead into Melaleuca swampland 
which is in reserve. On one warm build 
up day Greg Leach and I, drove out to 
Dundee to see the block and make an 
assessment and join them up.

Ray explains why they love being 
out bush on their block, even 

though they live in Darwin a lot of the 
time. “We just love being in the bush, 
if you are in town and a storm rolls in, 
you can’t really appreciate it, but here 
we can see the whole skyline and the 
storm roll past, you can see the pink 
light of sunset in the clouds.” “We can 
sit out and have a fire and watch the 
whole sky, the kids love coming out, 
it’s what it’s all about; we love the 
bush and the lifestyle.”

Sue said they started looking for a 
bush block a few years ago, they 

looked in Adelaide River and wanted 
something far away, but loved 
Dundee. “This is a special spot, when 
the old folks come up we watch the 
sunset, and we love that the sea is 
near, I am a mad keen fisho too”, Ray 
adds. 

The

  a s s e s s m e n t 
i n v o l v e s 

visiting the land 
to be put into the Land for Wildlife 
scheme and meeting the land 
managers, assessing the vegetation 
types  that are present and intact, 
and the percentages of the land these 
make up, recording wildlife sightings, 
and discussing land mangagement 
issues and more. 

 We walked right around the blocks 
and down into reserve and found an 

array of bush tucker plants flowering 
or in fruit, including Persoonia falcata, 
Syzygium suborbiculare, Buchanania 
obovata and Ehretia saligna, Cycas 
maconochiei. 

The land becomes thick with new 
Melaleca species and then into 

the reserve and swamp with large 
and beautiful Melaleuca viridiflora, 
casting huge shadows and making a 
wonderful cooler refuge. The whole 
block also has good breezes coming 
through. “I love my swamp, some 
people thought we were mad, but I 
love it.””We don’t want to do anything 
with it, just have bush. My father in 
Victoria used to know all the tree 
names and I wasn’t so interested, but 
now I am older I am really keen and 
want to know more.”

Amazing Cycads were flushing 
with new velvety grey leaves 

and orange mid ribs, they are quite 
sort after and seem a few have been 
pinched.  The woodland is dense in 
some areas, from fire being kept out 
and all the mid story fruiting shrubs 
are a perfect refuge for wildlife. 

Weeds –mimosa. “ I didn’t have a 
mission, but now I do, I am going 

to get rid of that mimosa.” 

Sue and Ray say the only problems 
they have really are not being here 

all the time, so when they want to 
plant some shade trees in the cleared 
patch around the house they cannot 
water them. We suggest just fencing 
off a patch and letting natural regen 
do its thing. 

Inspiration from the bush- 

Stories from our newest members

R ay and Sue in Dundee beach
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Jacinda is a well-known photographer, who 
captures beautiful images of our native plants 

and wildlife. She has been a Land for Wildlife 
member since 2011 and lives on a bush block, 
20 kms west of Bachelor with her family. The 
block is just over 50 acres (22 hectares) and the 
Finniss River runs through it. Jacinda describes 
the block as a biodiversity haven amongst 
surrounded by Gamba grass.

The property has been cared for, for the last 
15 years by Jacinda’s partner who has avidly 

managed the Gamba grass and other weeds like 
Hyptis and Mission Grass. Now the property is 
pretty weed free, but it is a continuous process 
to maintain it. They also use mosaic burning for 
fire management.

Jacinda moved to Darwin from the Yarra 
Valley in 2002. She lived in Darwin for a 

couple of years before moving out bush where 
she works from home, making children’s books 
in her beautiful bush studio to educate and 
showcase, the beauty of nature.

The land that Jacinda and her family care for 
acts as habitat for a huge array of wildlife 

species, including reptiles, birds, mammals and 
insects.

“It is always a joy when the huge olive pythons 
visit especially since the cane toad invasion.” 

Jacinda says one interesting thing in this area is 
that bandicoots haven’t been seen for 7 years. 
There are various theories why - one being 
that bandicoots are really sensitive to fire and 
Batchelor has many hot fires because of all the 
Gamba Grass. That and the toads, are a huge 
knock back for all wildlife.  

She adds “I am amazed at the amount 
of money spent on the recent Banana 

eradication, when none can be found to get rid 
of toads and very little for Gamba grass.”

Jacinda loves the constant learning experience, 
encountering new wildlife and discovering 

which call belongs to which creature, “Our most 

recent residential discovery is the oh so cute, 
Owlet-nightjar.” She says “Artists are always 
trying to represent nature, but nature is the 
greatest artist. Having a bio-diverse property is 
a true inspiration and there are daily rewards 
for the work required in maintaining a healthy 
ecosystem. 

Jacinda has just launched a new website, 
where you can view a wonderful movie 

about her block http://www.jacindabrown.
com/movies.choose the film “Nowearji, a 
celebration of biodiversity” and also check out 
the wonderful photo galleries.

Inspiration from the bush- 

Stories from Land For Wildlife members

J acinda Brown, wildlife photographer  
and Land for Wildlife member shares her story.
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Inspiration from the bush- 

Land for Wildlife Members in the Adelaide River region

 Keith and Rick joined land for 
Wildlife earlier this year and share 

their story...

Our place ‘Marumba’ ( good place ) its 
an Aboriginal word from the Jagera  

(Yagera) people of  SE Qld where Rick was 
born.

We purchased the land 3 years ago after 
seeing a it advertised in the classified 

section of the NT News

It’s outside Adelaide River near Robin Falls.

Just under 140ac of native bushland and 
no evidence of being farmed which 

appealed to us. There is a rocky ridge that 
crosses the block from north to south and 
from the top we look over the flood plain 
to the east and toward Litchfield NP in the 

west. We have a shelterd valley between 
the two longrockey ridges. There is a good 
mixture of habitats from treed areas to open 
grassland, hills,flood plains and numerous 
wet season billabongs.

We are setting up an off the grid life 
from scratch, building using recycled 

materials as much as possible, we are 
always after old corrugated. iron, collecting 
rain water in tanks and using solar power. 
making as little impact on the planet as 
possible.

We like to think of our place as a 
sanctuary for wildlife, so no longer 

allow domestic pets such as dogs.

0ver the last 18 months we have been 
hosting volunteer helpers from around 

the world through Helpx and Workaway 
websites its been a fantastic experience to 
share our place, meet some amazing people 
from 18 to 68yrs and have the extra help.

One of things we love about being in 
nature with no neighbours is that 

we can spend all of our time not wearing 
clothes, which feels the more normal to us 
and allows us to feel more in tune to the 
surroundings

We recently started a Facebook page. ‘ 
Marumba - a good place’ if you want to 

see more of our place
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Inspiration from the bush- 

Land for Wildlife Members in the Adelaide River region

Living on 
Adelaide River, 

by Lloyd Beck 

I  bought my block 
8 years ago and 

have been actively 
managing it. It’s 80 
acres (25 hectares) 
and backs onto 
the Adelaide River, 
just outside of the 
Adelaide River 

township- with 
Mount Bundey 
station original 
homestead on the 
other side of the 
River and it is mostly 
intact vegetation. 

I love our landscapes and I was born in Darwin and 
have always lived here.  I lived for a long time at 

Howard Springs and then moved to Adelaide River, to 
be further out in the bush. I even tried to move away 
from here (to FNQ),  when I felt all the development and 
growth was getting too much in the Darwin region but 
nowhere else felt like home.  Now I feel it is better to be 
here trying to make positive change than not and I help 
out with environmental campaigns where I can. I love 
being on the land, fishing, exploring and we all need to 
look after it.

My block had massive Gamba grass issues and 
many of the blocks around here are still covered 

in Gamba grass. It was half way up the hillsides and 
all down to the river. I slashed it and sprayed patches 
several times in a season, a massive job and after several 
years of going hard at it last year for the first time no 
Gamba grass reappeared. When I started managing the 
Gamba grass fire also stayed off the block and I don’t 
burn it and other plants are coming back (like fern leaf 
grevilleas).  When you achieve something like that it 
feels good. Although I don’t pay too much attention 
to plant and animal names I have counted 74 different 
bird species here and love the variety of plants.

Sometimes when we think about what we should do 
for the weekend, we end up relaxing under the trees 

by the River and realise there is nowhere else better to 
be. 

New LFW member Mike is another newly joined 
member of Land for Wildlife in the Adelaide 

River region. He manages a beautiful piece of rocky 
Warrai country with a small creek running through 
it, and it is his primary residence. The vegetation is 
continuous with uncleared bush that eventually 
joins Litchfield National Park to the west. 

The 150 hectares is managed for wildlife 
conservation and includes stunning plants 

typical of the region including  Corymbia 
dichromophloia,(small fruited bloodwood)  
Corymbia dunlopiana (Oenpelli Bloodwood) 
Eucalyptus tectifica, Eucalyptus tintinnans,(Salmon 
Gum) Owenia vernicosa, Calytrix brownii, Gardenia 
megasperma. Erythrophleum chlorostachyus 
(Ironwood), Corymbia foelscheana. There are also 
plenty of fruiting plants on the lower slopes and 
lush riparian flora on the creek edges. The creek 
edges have been enhanced planted to restore 
the riverine margins and the inner 20 acres of the 
block is burnt with a documented fire strategy of 
patchwork burning, but beyond this fire is harder to 
manage due to unprescribed burning. 98.7% of the 
land is calculated to be remnant vegetation with a 
small area around the house assigned to productive 
plants and a dam. 

Afew problems with Mission grass remain and a 
cane toad population which is being managed. 

There are regular sighting of water monitors, 
echidnas, dingos, wallabies/ wallaroos, fruit bats 

and many reptile and bird species; but unfortunately 
it seems the mammal species have declined in the 
last 8 years; very occasionally a pig or cow may 

wander through.

 Land management 
activities are often 

assisted by an informal 
group of friends and 
nearby landholders 
who enjoy being 
part of the process of 
conserving a valuable 
landscape.
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Changing Seasons-

 Into the Wet Season

Changing Seasons- into the Wet 

In the last newsletter we wrote about the changing seasons- the wet into the dry, and now we have enjoyed a wonderful dry 
season and we are out the other side coming into the welcome downpours. As we said before our seasons are simplified 

in northern Australia as the wet, the dry and the build-up, but it is of course more complex than this, which is recognised in the 
languages of traditional owners. Each language group in Northern Australia has its own words and way of dividing the times of year. 
Gulumoerrgin (Larrakia) language is the language group of the traditional owners past and present for Darwin, Cox. 

At the moment the season, in Gulumoerrgin language, is Darlirganag and moving into Balnba- the wet season.

This information is taken from a wonderful calendar compiled in partnership with Larrakia people, Lorraine Williams, Judith 
Williams, Maureen Ogden, Keith Risk and Anne Risk and organisations CSIRO and TRACK. It can be downloaded from CSIRO at 

and there is an interactive version too. 
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Changing Seasons-
 Into the  Wet Season 

One of the many fruit in season now is Syzygium 
suborbiculare or Red Bush Apple in English, Bemburrtyak 

In Malak Malak, Gorokkorokkin in Waigaman, Mindilima in 
Larrakia, Migemininy in Nauiya and Jaruk in Jawoyn and I am 
sure it has many more names…

Red Bush apple on tree So this awesome coloured fruit is 
right now in our beautiful bush- to be more specific in 

open woodland, this fruit comes from a pretty plant that is 
in the mid layer and starts of with shiny oval leaves and red 
petioles. It only fruits at this time of year, but is found across 
the whole of northern Australia and will catch your eye if you 
are in the bush, either on the ground or hanging on the tree. 
It’s a splash of colour amongst the fresh new green growth 
that is making the rather humidly warm but wonderful 
woodland landscape look delicious right now. And like many 
common English names for bush tucker “Bush Apple” makes 
a comparison to a temperate fruit- but is in the Myrtaceae 
family, like all our Eucalypts, Paperbarks etc.  Syzygium genus 
are a whole bunch of plants often called ‘Lilly Pilly’ and are 
found all over Australia and Asia and have edible fruit. It only 
vaguely resembles red of some apple varieties and there the 
similarity ends. (For your information the cooler loving apple 
is in the Rosaceae family!)

 Here are some geeky technical details, that I love to add-

Syzygium suborbiculare. Medium tree to 12m with slightly 
rough grey-brown bark. The dark glossy green leaves are 

leathery and oval to circular with a pointed tip. Flowers are 
large and white with numerous stamens, found in dense 
terminal clusters. Fruit are fleshy, round with distinct ribs and 
a persistent calyx, and contain one large seed.

Red bush apples in bowl 2 As the fruit is from a small tree, 
you can pick it from the branches and eat it straight away- 

the seed is large and only a few mms of flesh  on the outside, 
which has a fluffy texture on the inner side and a crunchy 
texture on the outer side with a tangy flavour, not unlike a 
rosella, maybe with a hint of bitterness. Apparently there is a 
pink variety on Tiwi, which is sweeter

Bush Apple as an ingredient. I am sure they would make 
good jams if you were into it, but I added mine into a 

seasonal mango salad, as advised by Lozza in Nhulunbuy, 
with some additional cucumber, mint, and a squeeze of lime 
juice- try and get a firm mango – the one pictured was quite 
ripe. Mango happens to be in season at the same time- so a 
good time to try them together

So get out there are try them out if you haven’t or try to put 
them with something new!
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Land For Wildlife workshops- Aquatic Plants and 
Propagation 

A fantastic workshop was attended in October 
by over 30 Land for Wildlife members, held 

at Jasmin Jan’s beautiful 105 acre bush block, 
between Humpty Doo and Lambell’s lagoon.  
It was a pretty warm day, but the venue and 
serenity of the drying lagoon was very unique. 
We all now have rain and aquatics landscapes 
in mind, after being inspired by the talks and 
demos- so lets hope it rains a lot this wet season!

The block is in a horticultural zoning and was saved from 
being bulldozed about 12 years ago by local member 

Gerry Woods (and others). When it could not be used for 
horticulture it was sold in a private newspaper advert and 
Jasmin and her partner became the lucky owners. They  
have slowly built a dwelling and a studio over looking the 
large lagoon that takes up about 20 acres. They have worked 
tirelessly at managing the land, keeping it free of weeds and 
feral animals such as pigs, which damage the water margins 
and eat many water plants that other native animals rely on. 
Pig hunters can also be an issue and they try and keep these 
away too! There are still many cane toads,  but the lagoon 
is a refugee to a huge number of native water birds, turtles, 
fish and many other animals. Jasmin feels very strongly about 
protecting native wildlife and the block is not fenced. 

We started the workshop with a walk along the lagoon 
edge to see the different landscape types within the 

block and to hear about some of the management issues and 
tasks and enjoy the feel and composition of the land.  We 
then came back to the art studio area, which is surrounded 
by wonderful art pieces inspired by nature and wildlife..

Dave Wilson, aquatic plant expert then gave us a talk about 
the various local aquatic plants used in ornamental or 

functional ponds, including native Taro (Colocasia esculenta) 
, an edible fern (Ceratopteris thalictroides) and many other 

wondrous plants of our waterways. His website www.
aquagreen.com.au has stacks of information, species lists 
and articles.

He also talked about the importance of  not letting non 
native fish into our water systems and  how to have a 

pond with non natives, if desired, and not let them into the 
local environment. A great point of interest was how to make 
natural swimming pools with various different filter plants . 
Dave has sent us a detailed document he wrote on Natural 
swimming pools

Belinda Townend from weeds branch and Greg Leach from 
Greening Australia then gave a presentation on aquatic 

weeds, how to identify them, how they spread and why they 
are good to manage, and what a view from the studio- over 
the lagoon!

All topped off with lunch and a chance for members to 
meet each other. We can’t wait for the next workshop 

and would like to thanks Jasmin Jan for hosting and her 
constant support of the program and allowing us to use her 
art work in the website and promotions. We would also like 
to thanks all of our presenters who gave up their Saturday!
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Trees for Wildlife

Back in June, a trees for Wildlife workshop was hosted 
at  Gail humble’s 57 hectare Land for Wildlife Property, 

Dutchies lagoon in Howard Springs. 

Phil Kenyon and his sons, who are long term aboriculturalists 
working in the NT gave an incedible workshop about the 

creation of habitat for wildlife from dead trees. 

The team showed how to stabilise standing trees that 
were dead and then add in habitat holes and hollows. 

This was also done on fallen hollowed wood. Log snags were 
also made from linking different bracnes and wood pieces 
together to put into rivers or laggons, to provide habitat for 
yabbies, barrimuni and other aquatic wildlife. 

Different holes and hollows were demonstrated for 
different species, even bat mazes. 

A list of different 
size holes and 

techniques will be 
available soon. 

Land For Wildlife workshops- Trees for wildlife

The CAP Workshop 

Conservation Action Planning

For The Darwin Region

Through  Land for Wildlife funding, a 
Conservation Action PLanning process has 

been initiated for the greater Darwin region. 

The Greater Darwin Region faces enormous 
developmental pressures from rapid urban 

expansion, intensified horticulture/agriculture, 
increased Defence infrastructure, expansion of 
LNG and increased recreational activities such 
as hunting and off road vehicles. Many of these 
activities exacerbate existing problems with weeds, 
fire and feral animals. They all impact on the extent, 
connectivity and condition of native vegetation.

The CAP process began with a series of workshops 
that brings knowledgeable people together to 

progress through a sequence of logical planning steps 
to develop a shared conservation plan for the Greater 
Darwin Region. This process is used in over 1,000 
conservation projects worldwide and is supported by 
an international network of CAP coaches. 

CAP recognises the iterative nature of planning 
and the importance of engaging key personnel 

in the process.  It is an excellent process for bringing 
together the scientists, policy-makers, practitioners 
and land managers of the Greater Darwin Region. 
Over time this will result in a high quality planning 
effort with strong ownership of the plan, community 
engagement form the start and improved outcomes 
on the ground. This will be achieved through a series 
of planning workshops:

CAP Workshop 1 – Identify Conservation Assets, 
Nested Assets and Distribution

CAP Workshop 2 – Identify Current Condition and 
Threats

CAP Workshop 3 – Determine Conservation Goals, 
Strategies, Key Actions and Monitoring Program

The first workshop was carried out on 6th 
Novemeber, with over 30 representatives from 

different key organisations meeting in Pinelands, 
Darwin to identify conservation assets and outline the 
greater Darwin region. Several members of Land for 
Wildlife and representatives of the program attended. 
We will keep you updated on the progress of this!  
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Feature Native plant species

 “A native Apricot” 
BY Emma Lupin and Yvette Brady of Greening 

Australia

Ok, so sometimes referred to as a bush 
apricot, due to its sweet orange flesh, this 

little beauty of a fruit is actually in Annonaceae- 
the family of custard apples, not apricots(which 
is Rosaceae). 

The botanical name of the fruit is  Meiogyne 
cylindrocarpa This rainforest plant is usually 

found in monsoon rainforest and riverine 
margins- but does have restricted distribution.

The plant itself is a pretty specimen, enjoying 
part shade, part sun and loves water all year 

around, reflected by its natural habitat as a lower 
story rainforest plant and growing to just over 
2 meters. This plant makes a great ornamental 
specimen too, having quite a symmetrical 
branch formation with glossy opposite small 
elliptical leaves and the intriguing looking fruit 
forms sporadically throughout the year. The 
fruit is one of the tastiest bush tucker fruits I 
have tasted with a long cylindrical orange to 

red  fruits containing a sweet fleshy inner and 
several disc-like seeds. 

The skin of the seed pod and the fleshy inner 
can be eaten and the taste is said to be 

similar to an apricot. This can be eaten off the 
tree, or made into salad dressings or relish. 

It can be grown from seed and is easy to 
propagate, initially moderate to slow growing-  

and performs well as a  pot plant. 
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Feature Wildlife on the Land

The Black-footed Tree rat
By Bridie Hill, 

Senior Scientist, DLRM fauna division

The Black-footed Tree-rat Mesembriomys 
gouldii is one of the largest rodents in 

Australia, weighing up to 830 g. It is an attractive 
solid rodent with long shaggy medium grey to 
black fur on top, pale underside, large black ears 
and a distinctive long hairy tail with a white tip. 
The Black-footed Tree-rat is largely arboreal (tree-
dwelling), using its long tail for balance. Typical 
habitat is tall forests of Darwin Woollybutt and 
Darwin Stringybark, with a moderately dense 
mid-storey of shrubs and small trees and grassy 
understorey.  They are fairly solitary, nocturnal 
animals, sheltering in tree hollows and pandanus 
stands during the day. Hard fruits and seeds are 
a major component of their diet, supplemented 
by grass and invertebrates and other seasonal 
resources such as nectar rich flowers.  Breeding 

can occur year-round with a peak of births in the 
late dry season. Litter size is  generally small (1-3 
young).

The Black-footed Tree rat is one species that 
appears to have remained relatively abundant 

in the Darwin rural area, perhaps because of 
fire regimes.  Recurrent intense fires reduce the 
abundance of fleshy-fruited shrubs favoured by 
Black-footed Tree Rats, as well as the availability 
of hollow trees. Clearing for agriculture has 
reduced the extent of their habitat in localised 
areas including north-east Queensland and parts 
of the Northern Territory.  Perhaps you have seen 

If you have a smart phone a new App that is easy to use and lists NT wildlife 
in categories. It was devloped by The Museum of Victoria and The Northern 

Territory Museum. If you want to download it, go to the app store on your 
phone and type in “NT field guide”, you will need a good internet connection 
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If you would like your article or letter printed in 
our next newsletter or have photos, information or 
stories to inspire others to help protect our native 
wildlife, please contact us.

Feel free to use information from this newsletter 
for non-commercial (educational) purposes. 
Please acknowledge the author and source.  

Photos and graphics may not be reproduced 
without permission.

The views expressed in this newsletter do not 
necessarily reflect the policies of the funding 
bodies.

Land for Wildlife is a registered trademark of the 

Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
Victoria. Permission must be obtained to use the 
Land for Wildlife logo.

If you know of people with Land for Wildlife signs 
who have not re-registered, please ask them to 
contact us so that we can make sure they are on 
board!

PLease Contact us with any feedback 
on articles you liked or would like to 

see in future 

info@nt.greeningaustralia.org.au


